
January 12, 2024 

 

Governor Tony Evers 

Office of the Governor 

P.O. Box 7863 

Madison, WI 53707 

 

Dear Governor Evers: 

 

I am writing to express my interest in being appointed to fill the Milwaukee County Circuit Court – Branch 41 vacancy, 

created by Judge Audrey Skwierawski’s recent resignation. I believe that my twenty years of legislative experience, private 

practice attorney, former state public defender, and background in public service will allow me to make a significant 

contribution as a Milwaukee County Circuit Court Judge.   

 

Currently, I am in my 5th term as a Wisconsin State Senator and was first elected to this role in 2005.  Prior to my election, 

I was a State Representative elected in 2004.   After completion of law school from Southern Illinois University – 

Carbondale in 1994, I began my career as Public Defender for the State of Wisconsin.  In that role for 2 1/2 years, I 

represented indigent individuals in both misdemeanor and felony cases.   

 

In 1996, I opened my own legal practice.  The scope of my firm encompassed a diverse array of legal areas, including 

business and real estate contracts, family law, personal injury, guardian ad litem, and bankruptcy. Predominantly, my 

focus resided in the realm of criminal law, encompassing federal and state jurisdictions. Within this domain, I adeptly 

navigated dismissals, negotiated deferred prosecution agreements, participated in pre-trial hearings, and engaged in the 

full spectrum of courtroom proceedings, from bail hearings and motion hearings to trials, sentencing hearings, and 

revocation hearings. As my practice expanded, so did my interest in affecting the law through legislation development 

and I ran for public office. 

 

In 2016, I rekindled my involvement in personal injury law.  Initially working as co-counsel with the Hausmann McNally 

law firm and a outreach and personal injury attorney with PKSD Law Office, I eventually resumed my own private practice. 

Over the past five years, my professional endeavors have shifted towards consulting in various domains, including real 

estate, business development, personal injury, and probate. This period has seen a limited caseload, predominantly 

centered on advisory roles with minimal courtroom obligations. 

 

Through my legislative work, I led profound justice reform in Wisconsin.  I have authored and passed into law, more than 

120 pieces of legislation during my legislative career and have influenced oral arguments in the U.S. Supreme Court.  I now 

look forward to bringing together my legislative and legal experience, coupled with my passion for public service, to assist 

the community in a different role.  It is in this spirit, that I apply for the appointment to the Milwaukee County Circuit 

Court – Branch 41.    

 

I have attached a copy of my resume for your review.  I welcome an opportunity to further discuss my qualifications for 

this position, at your convenience. Thank you for your consideration.   

 

Sincerely,    

 

 

 

Lena C. Taylor 

 

Milwaukee, WI 53206 



LT 
LENA CAROLYN TAYLOR 
              

  Milwaukee, WI 53206   

 
EDUCATION 
J.D. Southern Illinois University – Carbondale School of Law, May 1993 
 Chairperson, Health Advisory Board    Law Day Coordinator 
 President, Black Graduate Student Association   Peer Support Network 
 Law School Rep, Grad/Prof Student Council   Grad School Wksp Coordinator 

 

B.A. University of Wisconsin – Milwaukee, May 1990 
 Student Speaker for Admissions Department   Dean’s Honor List 
 Milwaukee Boys and Girls Club Scholarship Recipient  Worked 20/30 hours/week 
 Federation of Women’s Club Scholarship Recipient  Top Achiever Shakespeare I 
 
 

EXPERIENCE 
  

PKSD – Milwaukee, WI September 2013 to December 2016 
Staff Attorney  
 

Wisconsin State Senate – January 2005 to Present 
State Senator for the 4th District - Committee Assignments: Joint Committee on Finance, 
Judiciary, Corrections and Privacy, Wisconsin Housing and Economic Development Authority 

 

 Wisconsin State Assembly – April 2003 to January 2005 
State Representative for the 18th Assembly District - Committee Assignments: Economic 
Development, Tourism, Urban and Local Affairs, Criminal Justice and Financial Institution  

 

 Taylor & Associates Law Office – Milwaukee, WI 1996 to Present 
 Defense Attorney 
 

 Wisconsin State Public Defender’s Office, Milwaukee, WI, August 1993 to 1996 
 Attorney 
 

 Williamson County Courthouse, Marion, IL Spring 1993 
 Judicial Clerk 
 

 Attorney General’s Office, Carbondale, IL, Fall 1992 & Spring 1993 
 Law Clerk 
 

 Women’s Center Free Legal Clinic, Carbondale, IL, Spring 1992 & Fall 1992 
 Volunteer 
  

 Hausmann-McNally, S.C., Milwaukee, WI, Summer of 1991 & 1992 
 Law Clerk 
 

 Muwongee & Associates, Milwaukee, WI, January 1992 
 Law Clerk 
 

AFFILIATIONS 
 Wisconsin State Bar, April 1994 – Present 
 NAACP, December 1993 to Present – Prior Election Committee Chair, Member 
 Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc., Spring 1989 to Present 
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22. How many cases have you tried to verdict? ________________________________________  

 
23. Describe up to three significant trials, appeals, or other legal matters in which you 

participated as a judge or lawyer in the past seven years. Please explain your role in 
the case, jurisdiction, name of judge and opposing counsel, dates of involvement, a 
brief description of your involvement, and why it was significant:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Two cases have been tried to verdict. One as counsel and one as co-counsel.

I have not participated as a judge or lawyer in significant trials in the past 7 years, due to 
my role as a state legislator for the past 20 years.  In addition, my limited practice has not 
included litigation.  
 
However, in the legislature, I have been appointed as a member of the Senate Committee on 
Judiciary and Public Safety, Joint Committee of Criminal Penalties Review, Judicial Council, 
and the Uniform Law Committee, in the last 7 years.   
 
In 2010, I blazed a trail as the 1st woman and Black person to be Chair of the Judiciary, 
Joint Committee on Criminal Penalties Review, and the Justice Reinvestment Oversight 
Committee, all of which have a direct impact on Wisconsin's judicial system.  
 
Through those chairmanships, I led profound justice reform in Wisconsin, as outlined in the 
attached 2009-2010 report card.  Since, I have authored and passed into law, more than 
120 pieces of legislation during my legislative career.   
 
Below are examples that illustrate my work, in this area: 
1. Redistricting - My legislative work on redistricting demanded extensive research, analysis, 
bill drafting, and negotiations. Furthermore, it exerted a substantial influence on the 
research, case law, legal arguments, and the subsequent decision of the US Supreme Court. 
This decision identified instances of voter rights violations within the Wisconsin maps, 
particularly against the black community, as outlined in the Court's order. 
 
2. Independent Criminal Investigations - Crafting legislation for Independent Criminal 
Investigations, in cases of police-involved deaths serves as an illustration of my legislative 
work. This involved collaborative drafting and negotiations across party lines, particularly 
with Representative Gary Bies. The foundation for this legislation was laid upon the 
groundwork established by Representative A. Polly Williams, who initially advocated for 
inquests in police officer-involved deaths. While not entirely originating from my efforts, I, as 
the Lead Senate author, collaborated with Representative Bies to establish the nation's first 
accountability process for officer-involved deaths. 
 
Similar to the rigor of the practice of law, research, drafting, and negotiation, my work, 
passage of legislation, and contributions influenced decisions of the U.S. Supreme Court.   
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24. Describe your experience in adversary proceedings before an administrative agency 

or commission.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
25. Describe your non-litigation legal experience (e.g., arbitration, mediation).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
26. Summarize any speeches or presentations you have given in the past five years 

about the law, including: the date of the speech or presentation and the 
organization to which you presented.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
27. List any articles or publications you have authored about the law. Include a citation 

or hyperlink to each article or publication.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

In my capacity as a legislator, serving on both the Judiciary and Joint Committee on Finance, I 
actively engaged in hearings with Cabinet Secretaries and staff from administrative agencies. 
These proceedings necessitated thorough preparation of pertinent questions and the extraction of 
information from those appearing before the committees. 
 
Additionally, during my time in private practice, I provided legal representation to individuals 
involved in revocation and unemployment hearings.

My legal experience, outside of litigation, is predominantly practice, at present. While the 
majority of my consultations are pro bono, the skills employed are akin to those utilized in 
legislative negotiations. I assist in elucidating processes, drafting documents, clarifying legal 
principles, and guiding parties through challenging landlord-tenant or family law issues. 
Additionally, I engage in negotiations to reach settlements in personal injury claims or business 
transactions.

I have given a number of speeches over the years, to a variety of organizations, to include civic, faith, school, labor, corporate, and non-profit 
organizations on specific legislation, civic engagement, how a bill becomes law, legislative duties, and more.  Below are just two examples of speeches, 
I've given: 
 
2/21/22  Marquette University   Pastoral Leader in Cultural Context Program, speech to equip clergy to be better informed and engaged on the social 
issues facing SE Wisconsin.   
 
9/27/21 Session Floor Speech   Need for impartial redistricting, impact on communities of color and the voting rights act protections 
8/28/21 March on Washington  Commemorative speech highlight work of civil rights, the legal advancements, and legal setbacks and work ahead 
 

I haven penned more than 1000 weekly editorial columns for the Milwaukee Courier local newspaper, Legislatively Speaking. For nearly 20 years, I have written articles that explain, raise 
awareness, or opine legal, legislative or policy issues.  An archive of those articles can be found at  https://milwaukeecourieronline.com. 
 
Two examples and links of these articles are provided below: 
 
"Just 24 Words" (Equal Rights Amendment) https://milwaukeecourieronline.com/index.php/2023/09/23/just-24-words/ 
 
"A Down Payment on a Promise" (Voting Rights Protections)  https://milwaukeecourieronline.com/index.php/2023/05/05/a-down-payment-on-a-promise/ 
 
 
In addition, over the past two decades, I have authored thousands of writings, office newsletters, press releases, and written testimonies for committees on various legal and policy matters. 
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42. Do you wish to request that your application remain confidential to the extent
permitted by law? Please note that state law only provides limited protections. A
request for confidentiality will not adversely affect your application.

 Yes, _ _ No 

REMINDER: Do not forget to attach the following documents to your application: 
• Your resume;
• Your cover letter;
• Two legal writing samples;
• Your answers to question 40;
• Your waiver, notice of disclosure, and affidavit (see below); and
• Any necessary attachments (e.g., explanations).

SUBMISSION: Email your application and application materials as a PDF to  
GOVJudicialAppointments@wisconsin.gov. The email address will provide an automatic 
confirmation if your submission is received. The email address will not accept attachments 
exceeding 10 mb in size. If your attachments exceed 10 mb in size, send the attachments in 
two separate emails.  

NEXT STEPS: After you submit your application materials, the Governor’s Office will review 
the application for completeness and accuracy. Complete and accurate applications will be 
forwarded to the Governor’s Judicial Selection Advisory Committee for consideration. If you 
are selected for an interview, the Committee will contact you to setup an interview. The 
Committee will base its recommendation on your materials, references, interview, and any 
other information it deems relevant.  

LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION: You may have individuals submit letters of 
recommendation on your behalf. The letters must be sent to 
GOVJudicialAppointments@wisconsin.gov. The letters must be received by the application 
due date. No more than 10 letters may be submitted. 

✔
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Waiver and Authorization 

I hereby authorize the Office of the Governor or his staff to solicit information and records 
pertaining to me from any or all of the following sources:  

1. My present employer.
2. My previous employers.
3. Any school, college, university, or other educational institution that I attended.
4. Any place of business.
5. Any governmental agency or political subdivision.
6. The Wisconsin Department of Revenue.

I further authorize any recipient of a request for information from the Governor or his staff 
to provide any such information as may be necessary to consider my application.  

Signature:  _____________________________ Date: ______________________ 

Printed name: ___________________________ 

Notice of Disclosure 

I acknowledge and understand that my application and its attachments will become public 
records once they are submitted to the Office of the Governor. I further acknowledge and 
understand that, while state law provides limited confidentiality protections, most of my 
application and its attachments are subject to disclosure to the general public under the 
Public Records Law.  

Signature:  _____________________________ Date: ______________________ 



16 of 16 

Affidavit 

I, ___________________________________, do swear that the information provided in this 
application is, to the best of my knowledge, true and accurate.  

Signature:  _____________________________ Date: ______________________ 

Sworn and subscribed to before me 
this ____ day of ______________, 201__ 

_____________________________________ 
Notary Public, State of Wisconsin 
My commission: _____________________ 





 

31. Identify any awards or honors you have received in the past 10 years, which have not been listed elsewhere on this 

questionnaire.  

Entity providing the award or 
honor  

Name of the award or honor  Date received (MM/YR)  

 

Rainbow Push     Trailblazer Award    2011  

Planned Parenthood   Rebecca Young Award   2011 

Greater Milwaukee Committee  Leadership    2013 

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc  Central Region State Coordinator 2014-2018 

Wisconsin Builders Association  Friend of of Housing    2014, 2015, 2018 

Universal Academy for the College Bound   Community Service Award   2015 

Wisconsin Counties Association  Outstanding Legislator Award  2015-2016 session 

Milwaukee Community Journal  Lifetime of Service   2016 

PMI Business Group   Community Reviver   2016 

MW BLSA    Leadership    2017-2018 session 

WI PTA     John Dykstra Friend of Children Award 2017-2018 session 

A-LEGO         Woman of Excellence Award    2018 

Mana Behavioral Services Corp  Jerry Alexander Lifetime Achievement Award 2018 

Milwaukee Health Services    Community Service Award      2019 

Wisconsin Hemp Alliance  Hemp Hero    2020 

Grace International Fellowship  Leadership    2021 

MKE OMG (On the Grind)  Living Legend Award    2021 

Wisconsin Conservation Voters  Scorecard recipient    2021-2022 session    

All of Us or None   Politically Justice Driven   2022 

National Black Caucus of State Legislators Regional Legislator of the Year Award 2022 

1st Student    Black Excellence   2022 

HBCU Alumni of Greater Milwaukee HBCU Advocacy Award   2023 

Beating the Odds Inc   Lifetime Achievement Award  2023 

CLAWW    Vel Phillips Award   2023 

 



 
35. If you have ever run for public office, provide the following information:  
 

    

 
 

Office sought  

Date of 

primary 
election  

Date of 

general 
election  

Outcome / percentage 
of vote you obtained  

Milwaukee Municipal Court 2/21/2023 4/4/2023 Lost - 48.4% 

Mayor of Milwaukee 2/15/2022 4/5/2022 Lost - 12.8% 

Lt. Governor 8/9/2022 11/8/2022 Withdrew before primary 

State Senate 8/11/2020 11/3/2020 Won - 99% 

Mayor of Milwaukee 2/18/2020 4/7/2020 Lost - 36.5% 

State Senate 8/9/2016 11/8/2016 Won - 100% 

State Senate 8/14/2012 11/6/2012 Won - 86.1% 

State Senate unopposed 11/4/2008 Won - 100% 

Milwaukee County Executive   4/1/2008 Lost - 40.40% 

State Senate   2004 Won 

State Assembly   4/30/2003 Won 

 



 
40.Attach your answers to the following questions. Each answer must be 500 words 

or less. Your answers must be attached as a Word document. 
 

a. Why do you want to serve the people of Wisconsin as a judge or justice? 
 

When I made the decision to attend law school, I had a very singular focus.  I wanted 
to see corrections in our judicial system that created disparities in the treatment of 

our citizens. As a student of history, I understood, in particular, that many of the 
seismic shifts in behavior along racial and gender lines, started with changes to the 

laws.   
 

It’s never lost on me that I am just 2 years older than the 1965 Voting Rights Act, 3 
years older than the 1964 Civil Rights Act, a few years older than Affirmative Action, 

6 years older than the right for women to have control over their reproductive health, 
and 13 years older than Brown v. Board of Education.   

 
These changes to law made monumental differences between my life and that of my 

parents. While slow to be implemented and accepted, the rule of law still stood. It 
was a starting point to push back, challenge, and enforce fair treatment. 

 
What I would later learn is that “fair” is not always “equitable”.  Yet like a dependable 

friend, the law could be counted on to be responsive to the will of the people.  Lady 
Justice, often accused of not being so blind in the dispensation of justice, was a 

symbol of what we aspired to be.  The law dictates what we are and what we do.   
 

Understanding the inherent power and opportunity to affect our community, I knew 
that I wanted a seat at the table. Whether at a defendants table, legislative desk, or 

judicial chamber, my career path has been about serving the needs of this 
community.  I have been committed to ensuring a justice system that is responsive, 

representative, and above reproach in the application of the law.    
 

 
b. Decisions by the Wisconsin Supreme Court and U.S. Supreme Court can 

greatly impact the people of Wisconsin. Describe which case in the past 25 
years by the Wisconsin Supreme Court or U.S. Supreme Court you believe had 

a significant positive or negative impact on the people of Wisconsin. 
 

Without hesitation, I believe that the 2011 redistricting case has had the most 
detrimental impact on Wisconsin’s legislative process and voters. The historic 

lawsuit before the U.S. Supreme Court involving Gill v. Whitford spoke to the harmful 
effects of partisan gerrymandering, that deprived residents the rights to 

representation. 
 

The state’s constitution is very intentional about compact districts, maintaining 
communities of interest, and  requires that districts be bound by county, precinct, 

town or ward lines. In November 2016, the 2011 maps were deemed an 
unconstitutional partisan gerrymander that violated both the Equal Protection 

Clause and the plaintiffs’ First Amendment freedom of association.  



We know, ultimately, how the case played out.  Appeals ensued, motions to stay the 
case were granted, and the case was drug out until the U.S. Supreme Court ruled 

on partisan gerrymandering appeals in other states. In 2019, the U.S. Supreme 
Court’s held that partisan gerrymandering claims were not capable of being decided 

by legal principles or by a court of justice and the Wisconsin case was dismissed. 
 

In the meantime, we have held elections in the state in which Democrats have won 
a majority of the statewide Assembly vote, but Republicans have walked away with 

2/3 of the Assembly seats.  
 

In my home county, Milwaukee, 70% of the state’s Black population lives here.  Yet, 
Milwaukee County voters were spread across 8 predominantly white Assembly 

districts, in effect cracking  or diluting the Milwaukee County (black vote) 
 

The legislation that we see every day in the halls of the Capitol are impacted by this 
unfair advantage.  Bills that address interests of concern to liberal leaning concerns, 

Black voters, urban residents, and others are difficult to get passed into law when 
conservatives have a super-majority.  The positive aspect of negotiation and 

compromise is also adversely impacted.  However, it is in compromise that the needs 
of most residents are met.   

 
We have furthered racial, regional, resource, and political divides because of unfair 

redistricting processes. 
 

 
c. Identify two or three judges or justices whom you admire and explain why. 

1. Judge Everett Mitchell – I value his life story and determination to complete his 
education and care for his family.  I appreciate how he sees the humanity in 

many individuals and families that come through his court.  I like that he 
connects with them, and while administering his role as judge, he incorporates 

hope, reconciliation, and change where possible.  I am thrilled that he is 
representative of the community he serves and an example of what can be. 

 
2. Chief Justice Shirley Abrahamson – She was a trailblazer, much like Judge Vel 

Phillips, whom I also admired.   As the first female Justice on the Wisconsin 
Supreme Court and the first female Chief Justice in state history, I had a front 

row seat to it all.  Watching her in the Capitol, I was struck that she was often 
one of the last people out of the building at night.  She remembered her roots 

and the people who helped her along the way.  Aside from being a brilliant legal 
mind, she was humble and kind.  Never too busy to talk or offer guidance, I 

was enamored by her style as much as I was her substance. 
 

3. Chief Judge Maxine White – Judge White represents the dreams of my 

ancestors.  Often it is said in the Black community that enslaved people 
endured and sharecroppers toiled, because they could see the future.  They 

believed in the power of education and what was possible.  Judge White often 
talks with great affection and stark reality about the challenges her family 

faced.  Her story is not that different from a lot of Black people from the South, 
but her outcomes have been significant.  She is a powerful example of brilliance 



nurtured, mentors engaged, and opportunities provided and taken.  Her 
practical approach to justice is inspiring.  Her even-handed application of the 

law is admirable and her connection to this community in invaluable.   
 

 
d. Describe the proper role of a judge. 

Aside from the obvious, of leading court proceedings, using established laws 
and guidance to determine sentencing, and ruling on the constitutionality of 

various laws and legal precedents, depending on the type of judge you are, 
there is also a practical role of a judge. 

 
A judge should be an independent thinker, who respects and is 

knowledgeable of the law.  A judge should be neutral and able to listen to all 
involved.  The judge's decisions should be reasonable and fair minded.  A 

judge must assure that all parties have appropriate representation, because 
they also have a role to protect the integrity of the legal system.   

 
I also believe that judges are role models and should educate the community 

on how the legal system works.  As a result, I believe their roles are not 

limited to the courthouse.  There is a role and place to engage in and with 
the community, to create and champion innovative initiatives that can 

bring about tangible reforms in addressing systemic issues impacting the 
courts and community. 

 











From: "Angela O'Brien (Support)" <elections@wisconsin.gov> 

Date: January 12, 2024 at 2:28:08 PM CST 

To: Lena Taylor < > 

Cc: Elections <elections@wi.gov> 

Subject: Re: Urgent request 

Reply-To: Support <elections@wisconsin.gov> 

 

 

Your Wisconsin Elections Commission request number (29476) is updated with the information below. 

 

Angela O'Brien (Wisconsin Elections Commission) 

 

Jan 12, 2024, 14:28 CST 

 

Dear Sen. Taylor, 

  

Thank you for your call this morning. You requested information on complaints that have been filed 

against you with the Wisconsin Elections Commission (“the Commission”), or its predecessor agencies, 

for the entirety of your 20-year public service career. 

  

I am able to provide you with the following information as a courtesy, subject to these caveats: First, as 

you are aware, the work of the Commission has been performed by three different agencies over the 

past two decades, and while information and records have been preserved, they do not exist in a single, 

integrated database in our system. This means that a search for information necessarily meant 

reviewing and consulting various sources and records, some of which are from long ago. Nothing in this 

response can guarantee or confirm that no other complaints or records have ever been filed against you 

with the Commission or its predecessor agencies over the past 20 years. I can only confirm the 

information I was able to find—nothing more. We are providing this information to you as a courtesy, 

given the same-day deadline that you gave us. Second, if you wish to request copies of any of the 

records corresponding with the information below, we can process that request as a request for public 

records, but would certainly not be able to fulfill a request of that scope within the same business day it 

was requested. 

  



That being said, I was able to produce the following information regarding complaints that were filed 

against you, as well as complaints that were filed by you. 

  

Complaints Against You 

Case Name Date of Complaint Date it was Resolved Resolution 

Jackson v. Taylor 9/4/2020 2/3/2021 Dismissed 

Jackson v. Taylor 6/17/2020 7/31/2020 Dismissed 

Jackson v. Taylor 6/8/2020 6/10/2020  

Dismissed* 

 

*Commission heard this complaint as an “appeal” by Mr. Jackson, but affirmed staff decision to reject 

the complaint as untimely filed 

 

Complaints Filed by You 

Case Name Date of Complaint Date it was Resolved Resolution 

Taylor v. Brox Unknown 3/14/2003 Challenge Sustained; Referral to DA issued 

Taylor v. King 6/4/2012 6/8/2012 Challenge Partially Sustained, Partially Dismissed 

  

Best, 

  

Angela O’Brien Sharpe 

Staff Attorney 

Wisconsin Elections Commission 

201 West Washington Avenue 

Madison, WI 53703 

Lena Taylor 

 

Jan 12, 2024, 11:10 CST 

 



CAUTION: This email originated from outside the organization. 

Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

 

To whom it may concern 

I’m in great need of assistance with a list of the WEC complaints filed against me. I need dates of 

complaints filed and closed. My hope is to give better clarity by phone and hopefully that this can all 

happen today. Thanking you in advance. 

Sincerely 

Lena Taylor 

 

Sent from my iPhone 

 







 
January, 12, 2024 
 
Dear Judicial Selection Committee, 
 
I write in support of State Senator Lena Taylor’s application to fill the vacancy in Milwaukee Circuit 
Court Branch 41. 
 
I have worked alongside Senator Taylor for the last 11 years and have seen her dedicated service and 
steadfast defense of our community’s values first hand. She’s proven herself to be up to the task of public 
service and is ready on day one to excel when given the appointment to the Circuit Court. 
 
Senator Taylor is well known in Milwaukee and beyond, but I want to share a lesser known aspect of 
Senator Taylor and her service to Milwaukee. 
 
No other Legislator I know works as hard on constituent cases as Senator Taylor. It’s common place and 
expected that Legislative offices respond to constituent contacts. Frankly, it’s routine. Senator Taylor, 
however, breaks that routine in the lengths she goes to help people, especially those individuals most 
marginalized and vulnerable, whether they live in her district or not. This is especially true for those 
individuals in our care inside our prisons and jails.   
 
I have spent a large portion of my legislative career working to improve Wisconsin’s criminal legal 
system. I receive a tremendous amount of correspondence from incarcerated individuals. Repeatedly, 
these individuals share their stories of how helpful Senator Taylor has been in working to address issues 
they have. Several times they have pointed out how much more helpful she has been than I have. I can say 
this with credibility: no one I have worked with gives more time, attention, and effort to help those 
incarcerated than Senator Taylor. 
 
I share this because I believe it sheds light on the type of judge Senator Taylor will be. She sees the 
humanity in everyone. She knows the power of the legal system to help reduce harm in our community. 
She will ensure that everyone that walks into her courtroom is treated with fairness and respect.  
 
What I hope you take from this letter is simply that Senator Taylor walks the walk. Many people in office, 
or those that run for office, easily talk the talk about their concern for system impacted individuals, their 
families, disparate impacts within the system, etc. Senator Taylor has proven her commitment through her 
work, when the cameras aren’t rolling and no election is approaching. This is the type of commitment and 
service I want in our judiciary.  
 
Thank you for taking the time to consider my support for Senator Taylor’s judicial candidacy and I’m 
happy to provide additional comment or answer any questions you may have. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
State Representative Evan Goyke 
18th Assembly District 







 
 
Dear Judicial Selection Committee 
 
Senator Lena Taylor Judicial Recommendation 
 
Former Representative Barbara Jordan said, “More is required of public officials 
than slogans and handshakes and press releases. More is required. We must hold 
ourselves strictly accountable. We must provide the people with a vision of the 
future.”  As I write this recommendation for Attorney Lena Taylor, there is no 
greater representation in the Milwaukee community of a public official that has 
moved beyond slogans and handshakes to providing a vision of the future for her 
community.  Over the last 20 years, Attorney Taylor has passionately sought the best 
for the communities she has served.  Whether taking a stand to push against ACT 10 
and collective bargaining rights or marching against unjust policies in the legislature, 
Attorney Taylor uses her legal training to position the community in a way that they 
feel heard and accepted.   
 
One of the consistent narratives related to Wisconsin is how our state continues to 
lead the country in racial disparities within our criminal justice and educational 
systems.  While judges don’t have direct influence on all the systems that dictate the 
numbers, the role of the judiciary allows for us to bring a broad life experience to 
ensure that our decisions in child welfare, criminal, civil and family are done with 
equity, consistency, and equality.  The United States Constitution enshrined due 
process in our Constitution to ensure all people are given the opportunity to have 
their cases heard regardless of their class or racial status.  A judge that has experience 
working with all people adds a significant value to the work of the judiciary.   
 
I strongly recommend Senator Taylor for a judicial appointment in the Milwaukee 
Circuit Court because she embodies the willingness to listen and be fair to all parties.  
As a judge, human beings from all aspects of the community access the courts 
looking for someone to recognize their humanity and ensure their voices are truly 
heard.  There are a lot of judges that are tone deaf to racism, sexism, and classism.  
In my experience, Senator Taylor took great care to lean into the hard conversations 
and chose to be present rather than distant.  When she took great risks to be present 
during the fight, I knew then that her character and love for the people of Wisconsin 
represents a rare talent.  I have no doubt, she will continue to represent the law, 
justice, fairness, and equality in the same manner as a Circuit Court Judge. 
 
 
 



In appreciation, 
 
 
 
 
Judge Everett Mitchell 
Presiding Judge Juvenile Division 
Dane County Circuit Court 
Branch 4 
 



January 11, 2024  

Dear Governor Evers’ Judicial Selection Committee, 

  

I want to thank you for your time and consideration and thank you for your service on  

the Judicial Selection Committee.     My name is Representative Sylvia Ortiz-Velez, I am  

honored to represent Wisconsin Assembly District 8.        I am writing this letter in strong  

support of Senator Lena Taylor’s application for an appointment to the Milwaukee County  

Circuit Court.     

  

I got to know Lena first, when I was a Milwaukee County Supervisor in 2018 and have  

had the opportunity to work in the legislative branch since 2020.    We have worked on  

countless legislation together, I would like to take a moment to give you the highlights of the  

issues we have tackled together.   My first experience was passing a bill that legalized fentanyl  

testing strips.  This was the first piece of legislation that we passed and it was quite the learning  

experience, but a good one. This was the first time Lena showed me how to work across the  

aisle, and with stakeholders.  During that same term, we also worked on the Workforce Housing  

Bills.   

 

 I further got to know Senator Taylor when I was fortunate enough to get re-elected to my  

second term to the State Assembly.    We have continued to work closely together in drafting,  

advocating for and attempting to advance a variety of legislation, including bi-partisan election  

reform bills, uniformity of our Marijuana Laws, and reintroducing the Good Samaritan Law.    

Currently, we are working diligently and strategically on D.A.C.A Workforce Development  



legislation.    I have personally seen her dedicated and commitment to issues effecting people’s  

quality of life.   

 

I appreciate many things about her, her tenacity and her ability to get the answers to  

solving problems is just amongst a few things.  I know she will continue her dedication as a  

Milwaukee County Circuit Court Judge and continue improving people’s live through the law.  

Lena’s ability to work across the aisle and to ask the necessary legal questions, and ability to  

solve problems will be a great asset to the courts.     No one can question her compassion,  

relentless hard work and commitment to helping people, I have seen it first hand.     I know she  

has the commitment to work hard and will be an invaluable asset to the Judiciary branch.  

  

Lena also has a great depth of experiences and accomplishments.  She is able to handle a  

variety of topics and digest complex information.   Finally, Senator Taylor has been like a  

mentor to me. I have been able to call her from advice about how things work in the Capital.   

Lena, on many occasions gave me things to think about, and showed me that you need to listen  

to everyone’s perspective.  For all these reasons and more, Senator Lena Taylor has my full  

support to be a Milwaukee County Circuit Court Judge.  

 

I want to thank you once again for your time and consideration.  Please feel free to  

contact me at  if you have any questions. 

 

Thank you, 

Sylvia Ortiz-Velez 



January 9, 2024 
 
Dear Governor Evers’ Judicial Selec�on Commitee, 
 
I want to thank you for your service on this commitee, to which you all have devoted 
substan�al �me and commitment.   
 
I write this leter in strong support of Senator Lena Taylor’s applica�on for an appointment to 
the  Milwaukee County circuit court.  I believe that she has the legal experience, two decades of 
invaluable legisla�ve experience, and a life�me commitment to effectua�ng social change and 
equity that make her a very unique and special candidate. 
 
I first met Senator Taylor in 2003, a�er she had been elected to the State Assembly by her 
hometown of Milwaukee.  I was then the public policy director for Planned Parenthood of 
Wisconsin.  There was no legislator with whom I worked who was more commited to 
reproduc�ve rights and jus�ce than Lena Taylor, as a person, a state Representa�ve and now a 
State Senator.  She was, and con�nues to be, relentless in her advocacy, authoring and 
sponsorship of proac�ve reproduc�ve health and jus�ce bills, and an outspoken public advocate 
for these rights.  To say her commitment is needed now more than ever in public service, and in 
the judiciary, is an understatement!   
 
I further got to know Senator Taylor when I was fortunate enough to get elected to the State 
Assembly.  We worked closely together in  dra�ing, advoca�ng for and atemp�ng to advance 
social jus�ce bills, including police reform and use of force standards, and gun safety measures.  
When Senator Taylor is invested in an issue, she dives deep, and becomes an expert in the area.  
She does her homework.  In dra�ing and co-sponsoring bills together, I saw her commitment 
and unwavering devo�on to improving people’s lives through the law. 
 
Senator Taylor and I also served two budget cycles together on the Joint Finance Commitee, 
the legisla�ve budget wri�ng commitee.  As only two of four Democrats on the sixteen-
member commitee, we spent hours, weeks and months together, traveling the state for budget 
hearings, and atending unending budget sessions.  We tried the best we could to beat back the 
deluge of regressive, harmful policies sneaked into various budget mo�ons, and misguided 
budgetary priori�es. Senator Taylor is someone you want on your team.  I was blown away by 
the breadth of her legisla�ve knowledge across a wide scope of legal issues and policies.  She 
takes tough legisla�ve and policy posi�ons that others o�en do not have the tenacity to 
embrace or intelligence to understand.  And she never shies away from figh�ng for what is right, 
even when she is exhausted, even when it’s hard, and even when she is going to lose.  Senator 
Taylor will never, ever turn her back on a person who needs help or a situa�on that is unjust.   
 
Senator Taylor will bring this same inquisi�veness, intelligence, thirst for the truth and steadfast 
and unwavering commitment to jus�ce and equity to the Milwaukee County circuit court.  As a 
Milwaukee na�ve, who has weathered hardships and injus�ces in her own life, she will always 
do right by her community, and those who appear before her on the bench.  She has the 



intelligence, the energy and the drive to devote the �me it takes to get up to speed on whatever 
rota�on she receives.   
 
Finally, I am privileged to call Lena Taylor a friend.  Over the last twenty years, I have o�en�mes 
been in awe of her efforts to effectuate real change and to beter people’s lives.  But I have also 
been personally grateful for her support, for her willingness to be in the trenches with me and 
for her ability and strength to pull me out when needed.  Lena has an op�mism about her, a 
twinkle in her eyes that keeps her going in her quest to create a more just and equitable world, 
despite the hardship she encounters and the difficulty of this work.  Milwaukee County would 
be fortunate to have Lena Taylor on the Milwaukee County circuit court. 
 
Thank you for your �me and again, for your service. 
 
Please contact me at  should you have any ques�ons.   
 
Thank you!    
 
Sincerely, 
 
Chris Taylor 
 
P.S.  I am really enjoying the Court of Appeals!   
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Governor Tony Evers 
Attention:  Chief  Legal Counsel 
115 East, State Capitol  
Madison, WI  53702 
 
Re:  Senator Lena Taylor 
 
 
Dear Governor Evers: 
 
 
I am writing in support of Senator Lena Taylor’s application for the position of circuit court judge 
in Milwaukee County. 
 
I have known Senator Taylor for many years. She started her career in the Milwaukee Public 
Defender’s Office and transitioned into private practice.  As a new public defender in Milwaukee, 
I would have the opportunity to meet with then Attorney Taylor, ask for advice and talk about 
issues that we both saw as we represented individuals oftentimes marginalized in our community 
as well as the criminal justice system. When I moved to Madison and took a position as part of the 
Public Defender’s administrative team, I had the chance to work with Senator Taylor on policies, 
programs and potential legislation that impact the justice system both from a criminal as well as a 
civil perspective.      
 
Senator Taylor has continued to represent individuals in a variety of legal matters while still 
balancing a very busy legislative calendar.    
 
Senator Taylor has always been committed to the rule of law, leveling the playing field for 
individuals involved in the system and fighting for financial support that provides programming 
and resources for the individuals of Milwaukee County as well as the whole state. 
 
The people of Milwaukee County would be fortunate to have someone with her credentials on the 
Bench. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Kelli Thompson 
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Page 2 
 
Thank you for your consideration and your hard and crucially important work. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
GINGRAS, THOMSEN & WACHS, LLP 
 
 
 
Mark L. Thomsen 
Direct Dial: (414) 935-5482 
Direct Fax:  (414) 763-6413 
Email:  mthomsen@gtwlawyers.com 
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